Corby Ward,

Bismarck

It's hard to believe that
Christmas is just around the cor-
ner and a new year will be here
soon. It sure seems to me that this
year has gone by fast.

Opverall, it was a good year. There
was good moisture, good weather that
lasted longer than usual and good cat-
tle prices, too.

Cattle numbers may be down
around the country, but the fall run was
still a busy time here in North Dakota.
Most of our sale barns were a little low-
er on numbers, yet a few were slightly
ahead of last year’s totals.

Brands have always been interest-
ing to me. The history behind them, the
legacy of them and even the characters
they include often have special mean-
ing. I know people who have a brand
that has been passed down for gener-
ations that span more than 120 years.

When I lived in Wyoming years
ago, we had an older neighbor who
we helped quite often. One summer, I
hauled a bunch of hay from one of his
fields down to where he and his family
wintered and calved their cows.

While we were eating lunch one
day, we got to talking about brands
and their old family brands. They had
the brand that they used, as well as a
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couple of brands that had been passed
down in their family. It was neat learn-
ing about their ancestors, where they
had started ranching and how they
ended up where they were.

I didn’t think much about it after
that day, but, about a month later, those
neighbors stopped in at our house.
They had a signed transfer form for
one of their brands along with them,
and they gave it to us. The brand is
an “H-flying-a-W” on both cattle and
horses. That brand had belonged to the
neighbor’s father-in-law and was 106
years old when they gave it to us.

We were surprised by their gift,
and we still appreciate it very much
today. In fact, we still have the brand
recorded in Wyoming and will contin-
ue to keep it.

North Dakota’s brand renewal
period is almost over, and I hope that
everyone has gotten that project taken
care of. All the livestock brands that ar-
en’t renewed will expire on Dec. 31. It’s
no fun for anyone when proceeds get
held at the market and someone real-
izes they forgot to renew their brand.
I don’t want to see anyone lose their
family brand or its history. Please be
sure to take care of business before the
end of the year. &'
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