Scott Ressler,
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The NDSA has long ad-
vocated for and supported cat-
tle feeders in North Dakota. The
NDSA Feeder Council is a group of
cattle feeders whose mission is “to
promote the feeding and background-
ing industry and to assist in planning
programming, developing education-
al publications, directing legislation
and providing any other assistance
that will enhance the cattle industry
in North Dakota.” The purpose of the
Feeder Council is to provide a means
for North Dakota’s feeding and back-
grounding industry to offer input and
help guide efforts that address the
needs of the industry and livelihood.
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Silencer's full-opening head
and taildoors promote a calm
animal in the chute and a
smooth, injury-free exit on
350- to 2,500-pound animals.
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Silencer is the only chute
with true equal pressure top to
bottom for maximum control
and extended chute life.
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The Feeder Council was estab-
lished within the NDSA in 1961. In
1965, the North Dakota Cattle Feeders
Association was organized and rep-
resented the interests of cattle feeders
until 1985. That year, the association
merged with the NDSA, and the Feed-
er Council was reestablished under the
NDSA umbrella. Since the merger, the
NDSA Feeder Council has continued to
carry out its mission and purpose.

Today, the Feeder Council is made
up of six directors representing all ar-
eas of the state. One of the education-
al events the Council oversees is the
Feedlot Tour, which showcases existing
operations that have taken important
steps to address environmental con-
cerns, while updating and improving
their feeding facilities. Highlights from
this year’s tour can be found on pages
8-10.

If you are interested in becoming
part of the Feeder Council, feel free to
contact me or one of our leaders, NDSA
President Randy Schmitt at (701) 537-
3440, Vice President Tim Erbele at
(701) 269-3045, Feeder Council Chair-
man Brooks Zenker at (701) 659-0829
or Feeder Council Vice Chairman Joe
Matehs at (701) 263-7148.

Most people don’t know this
about Randy Schmitt, but he used to
get animated at his kids” high school
basketball games. His reaction as a fan
must stem from his high school play-
ing days. As the story goes, he once
told his coach that he runs better with-
out the basketball. His coach agreed
and benched him! ¢
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