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President’s 
	 Message

Randy Schmitt, President 
Rugby

PAST PRESIDENTS

1988-90:
Roger Stuber • Bowman • (701) 523-5371

1992-94:
Dean Meyer • Dickinson • (701) 225-2736

1998-2000:
Richard C. Tokach • St. Anthony
(701) 445-7390

2000-02:
Gene Harris • Killdeer • (701) 863-6695

2002-04:
Jeff Dahl • Gackle • (701) 485-3762

2004-06:
Melvin Leland • Sidney, Mont.
(701) 565-2347

2006-08:
Mark Huseth • McLeod • (701) 439-2385

2012-14:
Jason Zahn • Towner • (701) 720-7247

2014-16:
Steve Brooks • Bowman • (701) 523-6732

2016-18:
Warren Zenker • Gackle • (701) 320-2585

2018-20:
Dan Rorvig • McVille • (701) 797-7338

2020-22:
Jeff Schafer • New Rockford • (701) 947-2568

2022-24:
Jason Leiseth • Arnegard • (701) 770-1129

Greetings to all from the 
Schmitt Ranch!

In early February, our ex-
ecutive team traveled to Nash-

ville, Tenn., to attend CattleCon, 
the convention and trade show of 

the National Cattlemen’s Beef Associ-
ation (NCBA). Ironically, all but one 
day we were there, it was warmer in 
North Dakota than it was in Nashville. 
Thanks to our hosts for providing a 
great venue and outstanding hospi-
tality. The convention saw record-set-
ting attendance, with reports of nearly 
9,500 registered participants.

The strong turnout may have 
been influenced in part by Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr., the secretary of Health 
and Human Services, who addressed 
attendees on the importance of nutri-
tion and shared his perspective on the 
new Dietary Guidelines. His message 
emphasized how the beef we proudly 
produce fits into his vision of mak-
ing Americans healthy again — start-
ing with wholesome, nutrient-dense 
meals like our grandmothers used to 
prepare.

One of the highlights of the con-
vention for me each year is the Cat-
tleFax report and market forecast. A 
few key takeaways stood out. On the 
supply side, the U.S. beef cowherd is 
expected to begin 2026 approximately 
180,000 head higher, marking 2025 as 
the cyclical low. The continued closure 
of the Mexican border to feeder cattle 
imports is expected to keep the cattle 
on feed below year-ago levels through 
the first half of 2026, maintaining the 
imbalance between harvest capacity 
and available fed cattle supplies. The 
timing and pace of a Mexican border 
reopening in 2026 will significant-
ly influence feeder cattle prices next 
year and beyond. Carcass weights 
are forecast to increase by another 10 
pounds for the third consecutive year, 

although at a slower rate than the pre-
vious two years.

On the demand side, 2025 proved 
to be record-strong even as prices con-
tinued to climb. With the “flipping” 
of the food pyramid and consum-
er trends prioritizing protein intake, 
nutrient-dense foods, less-processed 
options and reduced concern over fat 
content, the outlook remains encour-
aging. These trends should continue 
to support beef demand into 2026 and 
beyond.

CattleFax’s extended weath-
er outlook was less definitive for the 
Northern Plains. My takeaway was 
a projection for slightly warmer tem-
peratures with fewer moisture events 
— something we will continue to mon-
itor closely.

At our ranch, early March marks 
the arrival of a new calfcrop. Ear-
ly calving requires additional labor, 
along with fresh straw-bedded pens 
and barns to give newborn calves a 
strong start during those cold, blus-
tery days and nights. After their first 
24 hours, they move into larger, clean 
areas with wind protection until Moth-
er Nature tells us it’s time to open the 
gates.

Each calving season feels like 
turning the page to a fresh chapter. 
While 2025 will undoubtedly be re-
membered as a historic market year 
and referenced in conversations for 
years to come, it is now behind us. As 
we look ahead, we remain hopeful and 
optimistic that 2026 will bring contin-
ued success stories that fit seamlessly 
into those future conversations.

NDSA Environmental Services 
Director Scott Ressler told his wife 
Sheila the house was freezing. Shei-
la said, “Just go stand in the corner.” 
Scott asked, “Why?” Sheila said, “Be-
cause it’s always 90 degrees there.” 

Matt Beery: (406) 979-5720 
Madri Blom - Herdsman: (406) 979-5711 • bllcattle@gmail.com
503 MT Hwy 254 • Vida, MT 59274 (24 miles north of Circle on Hwy 13 - 5 miles east on Rd 254)
www.beeryherefords.com • Like us on Facebook/Beery’s Land & Livestock Co. - BEERY Herefords  

A Brand 
to TrustSelling 200 Bulls Private Treaty

* SPRING YEARLING HORNED & POLLED HEREFORDS *
* A QUALITY GROUP OF RED ANGUS BULLS *

HEREFORDS AND RED ANGUS WITH BUILT-IN PERFORMANCE!
YOUR ADVANTAGE POWERED BY HEREFORD!

EASTERN MONTANA GENETICS - A Lasting Legacy

* Authentic PERFORMANCE * MATERNAL Excellence * Genetics in VOLUME
* HETEROSIS Specialist * Consistency, Uniformity & Quality with Phenotype
* COMMERCIAL Industry Driven * HONEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

OUR FOCUS:

BLL 142L ASTRO 72N
#44686936

BW 85 • ADJ WW 743 • WWR 101
BW 1.5 WW 48 YW 86 MILK 31

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 139N
#44687005

BW 90 • ADJ WW 845 • WWR 114
BW 3.7 WW 74 YW 119 MILK 41

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 103N
#44686938

BW 88 • ADJ WW 854 • WWR 116
BW 5.9 WW 78 YW 131 MILK 29

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 176N
#44687019

BW 88 • ADJ WW 720 • WWR 98
BW 1.5 WW 61 YW 92 MILK 33

BLL 33J BARRACUDA 43N
#44684221

BW 65 • ADJ WW 801 • WWR 105
BW -0.6 WW 69 YW 112 MILK 37

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 181N
#44687104

BW 90 • ADJ WW 813 • WWR 110
BW 5.6 WW 76 YW 120 MILK 36

BLOM 32H KINGDOM 6N
#5164489

BW 82 • ADJ WW 798 • WWR 106
BW -0.9 WW 70 YW 112 MILK 31

BLOM 22L MCLOVIN 14N
#5164459

BW 80 • ADJ WW 811 • WWR 107
BW -3.6 WW 59 YW 97 MILK 37

BLL 3076 RECTITUDE 111N
#5164665

BW 71 • ADJ WW 753 • WWR 101
BW -4.4 WW 72 YW 114 MILK 29

BLL 2197K PLAYBOY 55N
#5164705

BW 82 • ADJ WW 716 • WWR 96
BW 1.1 WW 77 YW 125 MILK 27

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 115N
#44687111

BW 92 • ADJ WW 830 • WWR 112
BW 4.1 WW 67 YW 110 MILK 38

BLL 3122L CORNERSTONE 182N
#44686944

BW 88 • ADJ WW 816 • WWR 111
BW 5.0 WW 67 YW 107 MILK 33

VIDEOS AVAILABLE ON DVAUCTION 
UNDER PRIVATE TREATY SALES


