Corby Ward,

Bismarck

The sun is shining and

things are greening up nicely

outside as I write this. I've always

thought spring green-up is the best

time of the year. Baby calves and

green grass are a combination that is
hard to beat.

A topic of conversation that seems
to get people fired up is when brand
inspectors clip cattle. We've all seen or
had it done before and, depending on
whether you are the inspector, seller or
buyer, everyone has their thoughts.

I've been on all sides of the situa-
tion and can see an argument for each.
But, at the end of the day, knowing
exactly what's on that animal is most
important, in my opinion. As a seller,
I sure don’t want people to think I'm
stealing cattle and, as a buyer, I don’t
want to purchase cattle that may have

Chief Brand Inspector

an ownership issue. Also, as a brand
inspector, we don’t want to send some-
thing down the road with questionable
paperwork.

Anyone who's been around cat-
tle knows that it can be tough to read
brands in the wintertime when cattle
are haired up. Plus, as easy it is for cat-
tle to be moved around the country, we
see a lot of brands that aren’t North Da-
kota brands.

Another thing that inspectors see
are cattle that come with a lot of paper-
work. That’s generally not an issue and
we don’t mind it, but there are times
when things just don’t add up between
the animals and the paperwork.

At the end of the day, the inspec-
tors are looking out for the producers |
and, honestly, it's not a lot of fun to
rope and clip cattle in the yards. ¢
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Corby Ward
(701) 595-2421"

‘ DEPUTY BRAND |NSPECTOB.
: Nick Marolt AT :
j (701) 5951 6269

i DEPQTY BBAND INSPEQTQR-
). Isaac Cadet : : e
‘ (701)595 6521 :

EQHNOLOGY LPPOBT SPECIALIST

\_/

(701) 595-6465

AUCTION MARKET BHAND OFF!CES §

(XABERDEEN;SD 55 T i =
J Aberdeen Livestock Sales (605) 225 -2062
) Hub Clty Livestock ¢ (605) 225- 3273

BOWMAN
Bowman leestock Auchon . (701) 523-5765
DEVILS LAKE e e e s
Lake Reglon L1vestock (701) 622- 1045

IC INSON

\ Stockmeits Wests (701)225-2819
Stockmen s leestock Exchange . (701) 225 2819 -

ERREID SD
Herreld leestock Market (605) 437 2265

EAMESTOWN :
]amestown L1vestock Auctlon . (701) 250- 5088
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\ MANDAN
l

Kist Livestock Auction * (701) 663 8770

NAPOLEON
Napoleon Livestock Auction ® (701) 754 2220

RUGBY b ¢
- Rugby vaestock Sales ® (701) 776~ 6019 G
ET
\ Sisseton Livestock ¢ (605) 698- 4343 :

\
} WISHEK ¥

T 1shek Livestock Auction ® (701) 452-2306
\
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LOCAL BRAND INSPECTORS:
‘ See the North Dakota Cattle Directory for a complete
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