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Greetings from the Schmitt
Ranch!
It's hard to believe how
quickly these past two years have
gone by. There have been plenty of
meetings, phone calls, travel, policy
discussions and more than a few con-
versations that continued long after the
meeting was supposed to be over.

Serving as president has been one
of the greatest honors of my time in the
cattle industry. I'm grateful for the op-
portunity to represent an organization
made up of people who care deeply
about cattle, their communities and the
future of our industry.

During my time as your presi-
dent, I've seen firsthand the work that
goes into representing North Dako-
ta cattle producers and, if there’s one
thing I'm certain of, the strength of the
NDSA doesn’t come from the president
or the board alone, it comes from our
members. I sincerely thank the NDSA
membership for
the confidence

you placed
in me. It has
been a priv-
ilege I will
always
appre-
ciate.

Randy Schmitt, President

I also want to thank our board
of directors. It has been a privilege to
work alongside people willing to give
their time and energy to the future of
our industry.

I also want to thank Julie Elling-
son, our NDSA executive vice presi-
dent, and the entire staff. Julie has been
such an incredible support throughout
my two years as president. Her knowl-
edge, dedication and commitment
to our industry and to the NDSA are
truly appreciated. Julie’s commitment
doesn’t end when the office closes for
the day. As many of our board mem-
bers and I can attest, it is a pretty com-
mon occurrence to receive an e-mail, a
phone call or some other communica-
tion from Julie well after normal busi-
ness hours. That says a lot about the
~ commitment she has to this organi-
* zation and the people it represents.
' T've valued her guidance, her will-
J ingness to help and the friendship |
we’ve developed along the way.

Also, to the entire NDSA staff,
thank you for everything you do
behind the scenes to keep this or-
ganization moving forward. So
much happens because of the hard
work, dedication and teamwork of

the people on the team. I'm truly
grateful for each of you and for the
support you've given me through-
out these two years.
There is one thank-you I
especially want to make as
) I finish my term as presi-
dent, and that is to my fam-
ily. Serving meant time away
from the ranch, long days,
travel, meetings and plenty
of phone calls. When I was
away, my family picked up
the slack, supported me and
never made me feel guilty

...Continued on page 52
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