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Two 
	 Bits

Julie Ellingson, 
Executive Vice President 

St. Anthony

SCHEDULE: 
Open Monday through Friday

BUSINESS HOURS: 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT 
(Closed from noon to 1 p.m. each day)

ADDRESS: 
4520 Ottawa St., Bismarck, ND 58503

PHONE NUMBER: 
(701) 223-2522

FAX NUMBER: 
(701) 223-2587

GENERAL E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
ndsa@ndstockmen.org

WEBSITE: 
www.ndstockmen.org 

OFFICE STAFF

OFFICE
INFORMATION

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT:
Julie Ellingson
	 • Policy
	 • Administration

CHIEF BRAND INSPECTOR:
Corby Ward
	 • Brand Inspection

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR:
Elizabeth Hasenwinkel
	 • Stockman Editor
	 • Media & Public Relations 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
DIRECTOR:
Scott Ressler
	 • Environmental Assistance

BRAND RECORDER:
Joan Zimmerman
	 • Brand Recording

SPECIAL PROJECTS DIRECTOR:
Jade Koski
	 • Youth Programs
	 • Special Projects

OFFICE MANAGER:
Rachelle Degner
	 • Membership

BOOKKEEPER:
Heather Olheiser
	 • Bookkeeping

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST:
Corey Bergrud
	 • Information Technology

The first two months of a 
school year have a way of disap-

pearing. One day, the school buses 
are making their morning rounds 

and, before you know it, students 
are settling into the routines of fall.

This year, as an empty-nester, 
there are no school buses coming into 
my yard. I still find myself watching 
those yellow buses, though, and think-
ing about the students climbing aboard 
and now well into their school year.

Among the things I hope they 
learn along the way is something that 
isn’t technically one of the “R’s” of ed-
ucation, but is every bit as important: 
agricultural literacy.

Fewer Americans — and few-
er North Dakotans — have a direct 
connection to production agriculture, 
making opportunities to build that un-
derstanding increasingly important.

Even in North Dakota, where ag-

riculture is all around us — a founda-
tional industry, even — we shouldn’t 
assume every student understands 
where their food comes from, how cat-
tle are raised or why agriculture mat-
ters simply because they see it on the 
drive to school. A student may know 
that a hamburger comes from beef, but, 
if asked where that beef comes from, 
“the grocery store” might very well be 
the answer. That’s not wrong — it’s just 
the last stop in a much longer story in-
volving a rancher, a cow, a calf, grass, 
genetics, nutrition, animal health, 
transportation and processing. Agri-
cultural literacy helps fill in that story.

We can all play a role in improving 
ag literacy. That might mean inviting a 
local schoolteacher to bring their class 
to the ranch for a field trip or offering 
to come to their classroom as a guest 

…Continued on page 54 

Farm and ranch families make up less than 2 percent of the overall U.S. population, meaning only 
a small fraction of students grow up on active farming and ranching operations.

www.schiefelbeinfarms.com

Friday, February 19, 2027
12 noon Viewing of Sale Cattle 
2 till 5 pm  Tour of the Farm 
4 till 6 pm   Social Hour (Free Drinks & Appetizers) 
5 pm Premium Beef Panel

Free Prime Rib Dinner with all the Fixings

www.schiefelbeinfarms.com
info@schiefelbeinfarms.com

34897 717th Ave., Kimball, MN 55353
320/266-8487 (Dan) • 320/224-5830  (Tim) • 303/324-5149 (Don) 

320/237-6401 (Frank IV) • 320/455-2220 (Travis) 

Free Delive ry • Sight Unseen Guarantee
The best bulls, the best value, 
the best service guaranteed.

6 pm  

Plan to join us for these events:

(NOTE: All events will take place at the sale facility)

Saturday, February 20, 2027 
  9:00 am   Viewing of Sale Cattle 
10:30 am   Free Beef Lunch 
11:00 am   2027 Sale Begins

Schiefelbein Executive 1423 #20795583

400 Bulls Sell...
Sat., February 20, 2027 • 11 a.m.

at the farm near Kimball, MN

Registered Angus 
Bred Heifers Sell!

Plus

Contact us today!  Visitors always welcome.
DNA Tested 
through 

Sale to  
be broadcast

live!
Find us on 
Facebook 

Featuring large groups of the breed’s leading sires:

plus many, many more.

Executive
Gable
GOAT 
Untouchable
Unreal
Top Gun 
Showman 
Prolific
All Pro

Big Frank
Olympian
Viking 
Basin Jameson
Deep Creek Square Deal
E&B Wildcat
Ellingson Prosper
GAR Powercat
GB Fireball

Beal Breakthrough
Hinksons Honor Roll
LAR Man in Black
Crouch Congress
S Architect
Vermilion Riverside
LVVF Tanker
Doc Ryan
SITZ Eternity


